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Program Information

The EPA Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower States, communities, and other
stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up,
and sustainably reuse brownfields.  A brownfield is an abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial or commercial
facility where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived contamination.  Since 1995, EPA has
funded more than 300 Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilots, at up to $200,000 each, enabling localities to
clarify environmental contamination issues in order to facilitate redevelopment.  Pilot funds are for site assessment,
reuse planning, and related community involvement.  EPA Region 2 provides direct support to the States, Tribes,
counties, municipalities, and communities of New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands as they
continue to seek new methods to promote site assessment, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment.

I. Overview

In July 1998, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) selected Paterson, New Jersey
as a Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilot. Paterson is located approximately 10 miles
from the Hudson River and New York City.

For much of the City’s history, manufacturing companies and heavy industry established
themselves in Paterson providing skilled and semi-skilled employment opportunities. More
recent economic trends in Paterson and nationwide have lead companies to close operations,
leaving the City with fewer industrial jobs and numerous abandoned contaminated properties.
However, Paterson’s population has increased steadily since 1980. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, the City’s population totaled 148,394 in 1995. According to the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), over 198 know contaminated and
abandoned sites are located in Paterson. Many of these large abandoned sites are
unproductive. 

II.  Brownfields Pilot Progress

Implementation Strategy  

The objectives of the Brownfields Pilot include:

C Inventory potential brownfield sites in Paterson to determine how many sites exist and to
give a brief description of each site.

C Develop formal brownfields education/outreach programs that will allow local residents
and business leaders to participate in the decision making process.

C Develop a guidance document that describes Paterson’s policy model. The guidance will
identify management techniques and innovative methods to facilitate the cleanup and
redevelopment of brownfields sites.

C Test and evaluate the guidance document by applying the policy model to three pilot
sites.
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C Create a financial model for redevelopment that identifies financial institutions that
participate in the City’s brownfields program.

A Community Advisory Committee comprised of local stakeholders and a Project Team will be
formed by the City of Paterson. The Project Team will include representatives from the
following disciplines: environmental research, public real estate law with expertise in
foreclosure, tax incentives and tax liens, and real estate financing. 

Community Involvement 

The City of Paterson has developed a public outreach program which will target residents
during the site assessment process and cleanup and redevelopment planning. The City has
also been conducting periodic meetings with neighborhood representatives and community
groups as well as biannual city-wide meetings. Specifically, meetings thus far have focused on
brownfields education for stakeholders and Paterson residents. Presentation materials are
presented in English, Spanish, and Arabic as needed. The Pilot’s public outreach program will
be coordinated with the City’s existing outreach process.

III. Brownfield Site Activities

Site Inventory

Currently, the City is working on compiling an inventory in the form of a database. The database
will include the 198 sites that NJDEP has identified and other sites that the City may own or
have tax liens on. 

Site Selection 

The Pilot has identified several potential brownfield sites for assessment and redevelopment:
Paterson Paperboard, Kaysam, Leader Dye & Finishing Company, 69-83 Straight Street, 95
Cliff Street, and 62 Garfield Ave. Of these sites, the Pilot will focus on three sites that are over
one acre in size, have not been productive for at least one year, and have not attracted interest
from developers. 

Site Assessment and Reuse Planning 

Under the Pilot, the City will target three sites for assessment and redevelopment activities. In
June 2001, the Pilot held a meeting with the New Jersey Redevelopment Authority (NJRA) to
discuss the Leader Dye & Finishing Company.

In addition to Pilot activities, in the summer of 1999, the City of Paterson requested site
assessment/removal action at five sites: Addy Mill, 95 Cliff Street, 69-83 Straight Street, Barone
Barrel, and the Leader Dye and Finishing Company. These assessments were completed by
the Emergency and Remedial Response Division. The Pilot is considering three of these sites
for further assessment using Pilot funding. 

Additionally, the City received a grant form NJDEP to perform a preliminary assessment, site
investigation, and remedial investigation at the 7-acre Allied Textile Printers (ATP) Site. To
date, the environmental testing has been completed but the City has not yet designated a
reuse. The prior designated site development was rescinded. A planning and engineering study
will be undertaken on possible development/redevelopment sites along the Passaic River
including the ATP Site.
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IV.  Measures of Success  

Properties Estimated in Brownfields Pilot Areas: 198
For the entire Pilot area, the number of properties/parcels which have been identified by the
Pilot as brownfields. The Pilot area includes the entire jurisdiction of the Pilot (e.g., the entire
City of Chicago or the State of Minnesota), not just the specific area(s) that the Pilot has
defined as target areas.

Properties Reported to be Contained in Pilot Inventories: 198
For the entire Pilot area, the number of properties/parcels which have been included in an
inventory of brownfields properties/parcels. Types of brownfields inventories include: lists,
spreadsheets, and databases (geographic information systems or other forms). These
inventories may include lists such as a foreclosure list of abandoned industrial sites, a state list
of no-further actions sites, etc.

Properties Reported to be Targeted by Pilot: 3
For the entire Pilot area, the number of brownfields properties/parcels the Pilot reports it is
“targeting”, or at which the Pilot says it will conduct, is conducting, or has conducted activities
such as assessment, cleanup planning, facilitation of redevelopment, community outreach, etc.

V. Non-Site Specific Funding Leveraged 
Funding that has been leveraged under the pilot program, but cannot be attributed to any one
site.

A. Non-Site Specific Funding Leveraged for Assessment
Funded by: ~  Local (City) ~  Local (County)  ~  Private  ~ State  ~  Other Federal

Amount Funded: $                

Additional information concerning funding:

B. Non-Site Specific Funding Leveraged for Cleanup
Funded by: ~  Local (City) ~  Local (County) ~  Private  ~ State  ~ Other Federal

Amount Funded: $              

Additional information concerning funding:  

C. Non-Site Specific Funding Leveraged for Redevelopment
Funded by: ~  Local (City) ~  Local (County) ~  Private  ~ State  ~ Other Federal

Amount Funded: $            

Additional information concerning funding:

VI.  Current Activities

In June 2001, the pilot held a meeting with the New Jersey Redevelopment Authority (NJRA) to
discuss the Leader Dye & Finishing Company. A meeting to review documentation and clarify
the steps needed to proceed with the grant was held with representatives from the USEPA in
early July. The pilot also participated in and benefitted from the quarterly New Jersey
Brownfields Roundtable Meeting. 
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VII.  Contact Information  

Pilot Contact
Name: Yesenia Torrez
Title: Brownfields Coordinator
Organization: City of Paterson
Address: 125 Ellison Street, 2ne Floor

Paterson, NJ 07505-1379
Phone: (973) 321-1212
Fax: (973) 321-1202
       
EPA Contact
Name: Ben Conetta
Title:  Brownfields Coordinator
Organization:  United States Environmental Protection Agency
Address: 290 Broadway

New York, NY 10007
Phone: (212) 637-4435
Fax: (212) 637-4439

For more information on EPA’s Brownfields Initiative visit EPA’s website at:
National Website   http://www.epa.gov/swerosps/bf
Regional Website  http://www.epa.gov/r02earth/superfnd/brownfld/bfmainpg.htm


